9 ACTIVITIES
FOR EMERGING CULTURALLY RELEVANT
AND SUSTAINING EDUCATORS

New to CRSE?
Try embedding these activities with your PreK-12 or teacher
education students!

Human Library
Inspired by the Human Library Project, use these resources to invite
1 parents/guardians and community members to serve as “books” from

whom your students can learn.

CRSE alignment: CRSE 5 (Asset-Based Perspectives), CRSE 6
(Collaboration with Families)

Celebrations of Diverse Holidays
Bearing in mind the complexities of holidays in classrooms with diversity
2 (seen and unseen), consider introducing students to diverse holidays

celebrated around the world.

CRSE alignment: CRSE 3 (Real World Experiences), CRSE 5 (Asset-Based
Perspectives)

The Diverse Bookshelf

Move beyond the texts required in the curriculum to provide students with

mirrors and windows (ways to see their own experiences represented,
3 and ways to see the experiences of others, respectively). Diverse Book

Finder is a great tool for this!

CRSE alignment: CRSE 3 (Real World Experiences), CRSE 4 (Equitable and
Differentiated Opportunities), CRSE 5 (Asset-Based Perspectives)

Conversation Partners

Pair emergent bilingual students with native English speakers as
conversation partners, using engaging_activities to build connection and
understand across difference.

CRSE alignment: CRSE 5 (Asset-Based Perspectives), CRSE 9
(Microaggressions)

Developed by Rasheda Randall, MS.MEd., M.Ed; Dipali Puri, Ph.D.; & SungEun Min, Ph.D. with the
PA Teacher Education CRSE Initiative. Questions? Contact crse@temple.edu.


https://thelanguagecode.co/2020/09/24/activities-to-do-with-a-language-exchange-partner/
https://www.weareteachers.com/mirrors-and-windows/
https://diversebookfinder.org/
https://diversebookfinder.org/
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/blog/holidays-diverse-world-applying-anti-bias-thinking-curriculum
https://www.weareteachers.com/holidays-around-the-world/
https://humanlibrary.org/
https://toolshed-data-prod.s3.ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/Human%20Library%20how-to.pdf

Who’s Your Neighbor?

Bring wisdom from students’ communities into the classroom by
5 supporting a Who's Your Neighbor interview project.

CRSE alignment: CRSE 3 (Real World Experiences), CRSE 5 (Asset-Based
Perspectives), CRSE 6 (Collaboration with Families), CRSE 9
(Microaggressions)

Student Activism & Voice

them to identify issues that are important to them and how they might

6 Explore examples of student activism with your students, and encourage
use their voices to make a change.

CRSE alignment: CRSE 2 (Bias), CRSE 3 (Real World Experiences)

Advocacy Action Plan

Engage students in crafting an advocacy project, such as these
7 Philadelphia examples, about an issue relevant to their community.

CRSE alignment: CRSE 2 (Bias), CRSE 3 (Real World Experiences)

Baldwin’s “Talk to Teachers”

Have students read and analyze Baldwin’s “Talk to Teachers,” and write
or present about its relevance to today’s schools.

CRSE alignment: CRSE 1 (Cultural Lens), CRSE 2 (Bias)

Elements of Diverse Cultures

Invite students to share elements of their cultures, such as:
o Recipes (consider prompts such as, “This dish taught me..” “The
9 story behind this food is..”)
o Traditional games
o Art/music

CRSE alignment: CRSE 1 (Cultural Lens), CRSE 3 (Real World Experiences),
CRSE 5 (Asset-Based Perspectives)

For more resources and support regarding culturally relevant and sustaining education, check out
the Pennsylvania Educator Diversity Consortium at paeddiversity.org.


https://www.tesol.org/blog/posts/12-purposeful-ways-to-honour-diversity-in-the-classroom/
https://www.zinnedproject.org/materials/baldwin-talk-to-teachers/
https://www.needindeed.org/student-projects/
https://www.zinnedproject.org/collection/student-protests/
https://project-value.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/storage_ib_redaktion/Project_Value/Value_Self-management_Interview_your_neighbours.pdf
http://paeddiversity.org/
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